
2007 Pleasant Ridge Summer Reading List 
For Entering 4th and 5th  Grades 

Compiled by Ms. Shelley Riskin, Pleasant Ridge LRC Director 
 

Battle of the Books 2008 is at the end of this list 
 

 
 

The following titles are just a few of the high-quality and/or award-winning books recommended by Ms. Riskin and our own Pleasant Ridge readers. 
The titles are in a variety of reading levels and can be found at public libraries and bookstores. Many are also on audiocassette or DVD (check at the 
public library or your local bookstore) providing a wonderful listening experience for kids and adults. See the end of this list for on-line reading 
resources.. Happy reading!  

FICTION 
+Easier Reading  *Challenging 

 
FANTASY (MAGIC)  AND SCIENCE FICTION (THE FUTURE) 

 
 

*A lexander    Prydian Chronicles (series)    Adventure 
Alexander    Time Cat      Time travel 
Applegate    Animorphs series     Humans turn into animals 
Balaban    McGrowl series     Adventures with a bionic dog 
Banks     Adventures of King Midas    Myth story 
*  Barry    Peter and the Starcatchers (series)   How Peter became Peter Pan     
*Boston    Children of Green Knowe (series)   Classic magical tale 
+Bunting    Want to Buy an Alien?    Funny science fiction 
*Byng    Molly MoonÕs Incredible Book of Hypnotism    Fantasy adventure series 
Cameron    Wonderful Flight to the Mushroom Planet  Science Fiction  Adventure 
+Catling    The Chocolate Touch     Funny, modern King Midas 
*Christopher    Tripods Trilogy     Science fiction adventure 
Cleary    The Mouse and the Motorcycle series    A mouse and his boy share fun and excitement. 
Codell     Diary of a Fairy Godmother    Girl wants to be a fairy godmother 
*Colfer    Artemis Fowl series     (for Redwall fans) 
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*Collins    Gregor the Overlander    Science Fiction adventure 
+Conford    Diary of a MonsterÕs Son    Dad is a monster! 
*Cooper    The Boggart (series)     Ancient spirit meets technology 
Coville    The Skull of Truth (series)    Magic shop adventure 
+Coville    Space Brat (series)     Funny alien 
Crilley    Akiko (series)      Science Fiction 
DiCamillo    Tale of Despereaux     Newbery 2004 Award fantasy 
+Doyle    The Giggler Treatment    Funny 
*Duane    So You Want to Be a Wizard (series)   For Harry Potter fansÑ magicianÕs school 
Duncan    Gift of Magic      A girl discovers she can read peopleÕs minds 
*Eager    Half-Magic      Classic wishes gone wrong 
Edwards    Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles     Magical creatures 
Gliori    Pure Dead Magic (series)    Blend of Lemony Snicket & Harry Potter 
+Greenberg    Maximum Boy (series)    Funny science fiction 
Griffin    Witch Twins (series)     Girl witches who are twins 
Gutman    Funny Boy Meets Airsick Alien   Funny Science Fiction 
Ibbotson    Secret of Platform 13     Kidnapped prince rescue 
*Jacques    Redwall (series)     Redwall animal adventure 
Jarvis    Thorn Ogres of Hagwood    Adventure fantasy 
Jocelyn    The Invisible Day     Magical powers discovered 
*Juster    Phantom Tollbooth     Bored boy discovers alternate world 
King-Smith    The School Mouse     Animal fantasy 
+Kulling    Star Wars; Episode 1: Queen in Disguise   Features Anikan Skywalker 
LÕEngle    A Wrinkle in Time (Newbery)   Classic adventure 
Levine    The Princess Tales     Princess stories 
+Levy    Return of the Jedi     Book based on original Star Wars 
Lewis    The Chronicles of Narnia series   Classic enchanted land of Narnia 
Lindgren    Pippi Longstocking     Funny, classic adventure 
*M cKinley    Hero and The Crown     Newbery Award adventure 
+McMullen    Dragon Slayers Academy series   School for learning how to fight dragons 
+Manes    Be a Perfect Person in Just 3 Days   A boy wants to be perfect 
Martin    The Doll People series      Funny fantasy about dolls 
Nimmo    GriffinÕs Castle     Fantasy adventure 
*Nimmo    Midnight for Charlie Bone series   Harry Potter fans will enjoy this series 
Nix    Seventh Tower (series)    Science Fiction adventure 
+Osborne    Magic School House series    Time travel 
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+Packard    Third Planet From Altair    Choose Your Own Adventure 
Pearson    A Handful of Time     Time travel 
Peel    2099 series      Science Fiction adventure 
Pierce    First Test series     Adventure 
Pullman    I Was a Rat      A rat turns into a boy 
Roberts    Freaky Friday      Mom and daughter switch places 
Roberts    Summer Switch     Boy and dad switch places 
Roberts    Spellfall      Girl falls into magical world 
Roberts    Avalon: Web of Magic series    Unicorns and magic 
Rodda    Deltora Quest series     Science fiction mixed with adventure 
+Sciexzka    Time Warp Trio     Funny fantasy and science fiction adventures 
+Service    Stinker From Space     An alien ends up in a skunkÕs body  
Sleator    Among the Dolls; Into the Dream   Horror fantasy and science fiction 
+Slote     My Robot Buddy     Robot as friend 
+Stanton    Unicorns of Balinor (series)    Princess tries to save unicorns 
Different authors   Star Wars series     Based on the popular movies 
*Stroud    Amelet of Samarkand series    Magician adventure 
Tolkien    The Hobbit      Wizards, dwarves, hobbit adventure 
Travers    Mary Poppins series     Meet the wild & wacky governess 
*V ornholt    The Troll King     Adventure in a fantasy world 
Wallace    Miss Switch Online series    Witch school goes online 
Wilkes     C.L.U.T.Z.      This robot canÕt do anything right! 
Winthrop    Castle in the Attic series    Toys come to life 
*Wynne-Jones    Charmed Life (Chrestomanci series)   A boy discovers that he has magical powers 
Wynne-Jones    Dogsbody      Alien murder mystery 
+Yep    Imp That Ate My Homework    Funny fantasy 
Yolen    Young Merlin series     MerlinÕs adventures as a boy 
Yolen    WizardÕs Hall      Wizardry school 

 
GREAT BOOKS ABOUT REAL KIDS 

 
Different authors   Angela Anaconda series     Girls and friendship 
Alvarez    How Tia Lola Came to Visit/Stay    Strange aunt moves in with family 
+Blume    Freckle Juice; Fudge series     Funny books about boys and families 
+Brisson    Hot Fudge Hero      Funny friendships 
Christopher    +All Star Fever; Undercover Tailback, etc;    Sports stories (many other titles) 
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Cleary     Henry Huggins; Ellen Tebbits; Ramona     Funny stories for boys and girls 
Clements    JanitorÕs Boy; Report Card, School Story   School stories 
Cooper     The Winning of Miss Lynn Ryan    Girl tries to win over her teacher 
*Creech-    Bloomability;  Ruby Holler      School and family 
+Danziger    Amber Brown series (for Junie B. Jones fans)   Funny 
Danziger    P.S. Longer Letter Later; Snail Mail No More     Friends and letters 
DeClements    NothingÕs Fair in 5th Grade      Problems in School 
+Delton    Angel series       Angel and her family 
DiCamillo    Because of Winn Dixie (Newbery Honor)   A girl meets friends with her dog 
Dower     From the Files of Madison Finn (series)   MadisonÕs letters and notes 
Elleman    Newbery Girls       Newbery award stories about girls 
Fletcher    Fig Pudding;  Spider Boy     Boys and school 
Gantos-    Jack on the Tracks: Stories From the 5th Grade     Funny stories from 5th grade 
Gorman    Dork in Disguise; Dork on the Run    A ÒdorkÓ wants to be cool! 
Feiffer     The Man in the Ceiling     Cartoon story 
*Fitzhugh    Harriet the Spy       Girl spies on her classmates 
Gilson     4B Goes Wild; 13 Ways to Sink a Sub   Funny school stories 
+Greenberg    Zach Files series      Funny adventures with Zach  
Gutman    The Million Dollar series     Soccer star might win a million dollars! 
+Haddix    The Girl with 500 Middle Names     Friends 
Harrington--    LucyÕs E-Journal       For Snail Mail No More fans 
+Hurwitz    Aldo series;The Adventures of Ali Baba Bernstein     Funny boy stories 
Kimmel    Lily B. on the Brink of Cool     Lily keeps a journal about her life 
Klise     Letters From Camp; Regarding the Fountain   Stories in letters and messages 
Levy     My Life as a Fifth Grade Comedian    Boy tries out for talent show 
Lovelace    Betsy Tacy series      Classic girls and friendship 
Lowry     Anastasia Krupnick series            Funny stories about Anastasia and her brother 
+McDonald    Judy Moody series      Judy and her moods! 
Mazer      Amazing Days of Abby Hayes series    GirlÕs friends and school 
Martin     Ten Kids, No Pets; Eleven Kids, One Summer     Kids and pets 
Montes    A Crazy Mixed-Up Splanglish Day    Funny school story 
Moss     AmeliaÕs Notebook  series     Story told through notebooks 
Naylor     The Boys Start the War; The Girls Get Even     Warring boys and girls! 
Naylor     Shiloh (series) (Newbery Award)    Rescuing a dog 
OÕDell     Agnes ParkerÉG irl in Progress    Agnes adventures at school and home 
+Park     Junie B. Jones series        Funny girls 
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Park     Kid in a Red Jacket       Boy moves to new town 
+Sachar    Marvin Redpost series     Funny boy adventures 
Sachar     Sideways Stories series       Funny school adventures 
Vail     The Friendship Ring       Girls and friendship 
Van Draanan    Shredderman series      Boy creates website to deal with a bully 
Wilbur     Dog With the Golden Eyes     A boy and his dog 
Wilson     Double Act       Twin sisters 
Yep     Cockroach Cooties      Funny school story 
 

IF YOU LIKE EXCITING ADVENTURES, TRY THESE… 
 

Aardagh    Eddie Dickens Trilogy series     For Lemony Snicket fans 
*A iken     The Wolves of Willoughby Chase    Orphan adventure 
*A vi--     True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle Newbery   Award historical  
*BellairsÑ     Curse of the Blue Figurine      Horror adventure 
Bunting    SOS Titanic       Shipwreck of Titanic 
+Burroughs    Tarzan of the Apes (Bullseye Step Up Classics)    Classic adventure 
Conford    Help! IÕm a Prisoner in the Library!    Trapped kids adventure 
Dahl     Danny, Champion of the World    Father/son adventure 
Dahl     Roald Dahl Treasury      Selections from funny adventures 
DiTrillizi    Spiderwick Chronicles series     For Lemony Snicket fans 
Farley     Black Stallion series      Classic horse adventure 
Ferris-     Love Among the Walnuts       Lemony Snicket fans will like this 
George     My Side of the Mountain      Survival 
Haddix     Running Out of Time      Adventure with a twist 
*Henry    King of the Wind (Newbery Award)    Horse historical fiction 
Hill     Toughboy and Sister       Survival 
*Hobbs     Ghost Canoe        Survival 
Horowitz    Stormbreaker       Spy thriller adventure 
Kehret     DonÕt Tell Anyone!      Girl tries to save wild cats 
Kehret     Earthquake Terror; Nightmare Mountain   Survival stories 
Korman    Island series       Survival after being shipwrecked 
Morris     The SquireÕs Tale series     King Arthur adventure  
*OÕDell-    Black Star, Bright Dawn       Iditarod  
+Paulsen    Escape From Fire Mountain!     Fire survival 
Roberts    Babysitting is a Dangerous Job    Realistic adventure 
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Roberts    What Could Go Wrong?     Airplane adventure 
+Roy     Kidnapped at the Capital     White House adventure 
*+Sewell    Black Beauty (also easier version)    Classic horse adventure 
+Shelley-    Frankenstein (Bullseye Step Up series)   Horror 
*Smith     Jaguar         Animal adventure 
Snicket    A Series of Unfortunate Events    Orphans adventure 
*+Stevenson    Treasure Island (also in Step Into Classics easy reading)   Classic adventure 
Wright     The Ghost of Ernie P.      Ghost adventure 
 

SOLVE THE MYSTERY…GET SCARED! IN THESE BOOKS 
 
+Adler    Cam Jansen and Young Cam Jansen series    Girl detective 
Balliett    Chasing Vermeer; Wright 3      Chicago codes/clues 
*Bellairs   Spell of the SorcererÕs Skull      Horror mystery 
Byars    Disappearing Acts; Dark Stairs     Murder mysteries 
*Cameron   Court of the Stone Children      Historical murder 
Christopher   Top Wing        Soccer mystery 
Creech    Chasing Redbird       Girl solves mystery 
DeFelice   The Ghost of Fossil Glen      Ghosts 
Dixon    Hardy Boys series       Classic boy detective 
+Donnelly   Spooky Spine Chillers      Scary stories 
Farley    Black StallionÕs Ghost      Horse mystery 
*Funke   Thief Lord        Orphan mystery adventure 
Giff    Have You Seen Hyacinth McCaw?     Girl detective 
Hahn    Wait Till Helen Comes      Ghosts 
+Hill    Xtreme Mysteries       Sports mysteries 
*Hoeye   Time Stops for No Mouse (series)     Fantasy mystery 
Horowitz   Public Enemy Number Two      Crime mystery 
Howe    Bunnicula; Howliday Inn      Fantasy mysteries 
Irving    Legend of Sleepy Hollow      Classic scary story 
+Keene   Nancy Drew Notebooks series     Girl detective short form 
Klise    Trial by Jury/Journal       A girl reporter solves a crime 
Lawrence   Roman Mysteries       Treasure hunt in Ancient Rome 
Marsh    Mystery at Disney World         Set at Disney World (series) 
Naylor    Treasure in the Bessledorf Hotel     Adventure mystery 
*Newman   Baker Street Irregulars      Sherlock Holmes kid assistant 
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+Packard   The Forbidden Castle       ÒChoose Your Own AdventureÓ 
+Preller   Jigsaw Jones series       Kid detectives solve mysteries 
Roberts   Babysitting is a Dangerous Job     Unexpected adventures 
+Roy    A-Z Mysteries series        Favorite Òshort and snappyÓ 
San Souci   Terrifying Taste of Short and Shivery    Scary stories 
Schwartz   Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark series    Scary stories 
Senn    The Double Disappearance of Walter Fozbek    Dinosaur mystery 
Simon    Einstein Anderson series      Scientific mysteries 
Sobol    Encyclopedia Brown series      Smart boy detective  
Stilton    Geronimo Stilton series      Funny mouse detective 
+Stoker   Dracula        Short version of famous story 
Van Draanen   Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief series    Girl detective  
Wallace   Ghosts in the Gallery; Peppermints in the Parlor      Orphan girl  
Warner   Boxcar Children mysteries      Kid detectives 
+West    Scream Shop: Pick Your Path series     ÒChoose a plotÓ scary 
 

VISIT OTHER TIMES AND OTHER PLACES 
 
*A lcott   Little Women        Classic girls 
+Alcott   (Portraits of Little Women series by Pfeffer)   Girls  story taken from original 
*A lexander   The Gawgon and the Boy     Funny! Strange aunt tutors a reluctant boy 
American Girl   Addy; Felicity, Josefina, Kaya, etc; series   Girls novels and short stories 
+Bruchac   Children of the Longhouse     Mohawk Indian twins in 1400s 
+Bulla    Sword in the Tree      Adventure in Middle Ages 
*Burnett   The Little Princess; The Secret Garden   Classic girls 
*Dear America  Series from different times in America   Titles for boys and girls  
Gilson    Stink Alley       Girl in Holland before sailing on the Mayflower 
Gutman   Baseball Card Adventure series         Boy goes back in time, meets famous sports people 
Hahn    Anna All Year Round      Girl in early 1900s New York 
*Henry   King of the Wind         Horse adventure in 1600s Morocco, France and England  
Lawlor    Addie Across the Prairie     Pioneer life 
*M ontgomery   Anne of Green Gables series     Classic girls 
Morris    The SquireÕs Tale      Medieval 
Myers    Lewis and Clark and Me: a DogÕs Tale       Based on 1800s real dog adventure 
Nixon    Orphan Train Quartet series     1800s orphan trains 
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Osborne   Adeline Falling Star       Scout Kit CarsonÕs half-Indian daughterÕs story 
+Osborne   Magic Tree House series     Kids go back to many different times  
Royal Diaries   Cleopatra; Elizabeth I etc; -series     Childhood diaries of different queens   
*Ryan    Riding Freedom      WomenÕs rights in 1800s 
+Selznick   The Houdini Box      Adventure with the magician Houdini 
*Speare   Calico Captive       Girl taken by Indians in 1754 
*Speare   Witch of Blackbird Pond (Newbery Award)   Girl accused of witchcraft in 1600s 
*Twain   The Prince and the Pauper     Prince and a poor boy switch places 
Williams   Titanic Crossing      Titanic shipwreck of 1912 
 
 

Need more suggestions for Fiction and Non-Fiction books? 
 

GREAT  DATABASES AND WEBSITES FOR FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Novelist--Available on Pleasant Ridge website under Student Resources Novelist K-8 or through the Glenview Public Library website with your 
library card, this gives you recommendations according to age, interest, and reading level.  Check out  Òread-alikeÓ books for your favorite series, 
too! 
www.ala.org--Books that have won awards, chosen by the American Library Association. 
www.guysread.com--Guys only,--kids, teens, and adults--created by funny author Jon Scieszka. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


